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We are standing strong because 
of your support. Thank you!
Since day one in office, President Trump 
has done everything in his power to up-
end environmental justice and climate 
progress. He has created a false “nation-
al emergency” to justify the expansion of 
dirty fossil fuels and mining. He has with-
drawn from the Paris Climate Agreement. 
He has slowed the development of renew-
able energy infrastructure. He has priori-
tized polluters over people and corpora-
tions over communities on all fronts.
Not only are we not giving up, we are 
confident in our response. The road to 
transformative change is urgent, yet long, 
and it will take all of us together to make 
progress. Thanks to your support, we 
have been able to keep pressing forward 
to create a safer world for communities 
impacted by the mining, and oil and gas 
industries. We are defending at the feder-
al level and fighting back at the state and 
local levels. 

With your help we keep fighting.

IMPACT
REPORT

2025
Citizens march at Climate 
Week in New York City, 2025.

In response to the Trump administration’s threats to public lands, 
bedrock environmental laws, and frontline communities, Earthworks 
has redoubled our defense efforts.

Thwarting bad mining
In an important victory, we have repeat-
edly thwarted passage of the Mining 
Regulatory Clarity Act in the Senate. This 
bill would allow nearly unlimited access to 
public lands for waste disposal, pipelines, 
transmission lines, roads, and other uses 
“reasonably incident” to mining.

Advocating for communities
We’ve stood before Trump’s federal 
agencies as they threaten to take away 
vital protections and advocated for the 
communities most impacted by pollution. 
Most recently in August, Earthworks Pol-
icy Director Lauren Pagel testified to the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
against revoking the Endangerment Find-
ing, which, if reversed, would take away 
one of our greatest protections against unhealthy air.

Protecting each other from emerging threats
In recent months, we have seen escalating threats to the nonprofit 
sector and our constitutional rights. We are shoring up our organi-
zational defense and working with digital security and legal experts 
to manage risks to our staff and organization. We are also sharing 
resources with partners and allies to support each other during 
this difficult period.

FRONTLINE DEFENSE  

In the face of unprecedented attacks on community safety, it is more important than 
ever for us to raise our voices in public protest and advocacy.

A LOOK INSIDE
	� Blue Hydrogen Project paused
	� Keeping an eye on polluters — from space!
	� Field tours in New Mexico
	� Our documentary wins two Silver Telly Awards!
	� Smoky Canyon Mine told to clean up (finally)
	� OGI supports court cases in Colombia and Ecuador
	� Working with communities in Chile

New frontiers! Earthworks is 
taking to the skies to monitor 
pollution. Read more about our 
new investment in satellite 
evidence on page two. 
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Watching the Polluters—
From Space
Corporations and their 
Trump Administration 
allies are getting more 
creative in avoiding 
accountability for the 
messes they make. 
That’s why Earthworks 
is investing in new sat-
ellite monitoring data: 
to document methane 
pollution, to hold cor-
porations accountable 
for that pollution, and 
to make sure states 
enforce their com-
mitments to reducing 
methane pollution. 

For over a decade we have deployed optical gas 
imaging (OGI) using an infrared camera to record 
oil and gas pollution that is invisible to the human 
eye. Now we are integrating OGI and satellite data to 
clearly attribute pollution to specific companies and 
locations and identify the severity of that pollution.

We’ve already seen evidence that this model works. 
Earlier this year Carbon Mapper’s Tanager 1 satellite 

identified a significant 
plume of methane at 
two oil and gas facil-
ities in Weld County, 
Colorado. When 
Earthworks staff 
detected pollution 
at both facilities with 
OGI cameras, we 
submitted two  
complaints to the 
Colorado Air Pollution 

Control Division, using the OGI and the satellite data 
as evidence. This prompted state investigations, 
equipment repairs at both facilities, and a notice of 
violation to the operator of one of the facilities. 

We continue to work with regulatory agencies in key 
states to incorporate satellite data into their complaint 
and enforcement processes. 

2025 Big Wins Across the U.S.

Even in the face the Administration’s 
fierce opposition, we can use satellite 
technology to make meaningful 
reductions to U.S. methane 
pollution—seeing is believing and 
often a necessary first step in policy 
development and enforcement. 
PHOTO: Carbon Mapper

Facilities that use carbon capture and storage technology, like this blue 
ammonia plant, can negatively impact communities and present false 
climate solutions. Watch Kaitlyn explain the fight by scanning the QR code.

Fed up with false solutions—
Gulf Coast, Louisiana
Gulf Coast communities are fed up with false solutions 
presented by the oil and gas industry’s carbon capture 
and blue hydrogen schemes.

On May 2, 2025, Air Products announced that it is 
halting new spending on its $4.5 billion blue hydrogen 
project in Ascension Parish, Louisiana. Blue hydrogen 
is often touted as a “clean” form of hydrogen, using 
methane gas and steam to create hydrogen, then using 
carbon capture and storage (CCS) to store the waste 
carbon dioxide. Rather than serving as a genuine climate 
solution, carbon capture is being used by polluting in-
dustries to rebrand and prolong their emissions-heavy 
operations. Along with being an ineffective technology, 
CCS threatens land, water, and air quality, as well as 
property values, and has 
raised increasing concern 
for communities across 
the state.

Over the past few years, 
Earthworks has knocked 
on thousands of doors, 
met families one-on-one, 
and hosted monthly town 
halls to mobilize commu-
nities to stop this blue 
hydrogen project in Ascension Parish. And although the 
fight on this particular issue is far from over, this victory 
signals a huge shift in landscape. 

This does not mean the threat of greenwashing is over. 
With your continued support, we will mobilize commu-
nities to advocate against false climate change solutions. 

Essentially the halt 
of this particular 

project shows that the 
grassroots organizing 

that we’ve been doing in 
these communities really 

does work.

 — Kaitlyn Joshua,  
Gulf Coast Campaigner

Earthworks uses satellite imagery like 
that from Carbon Mapper’s Tanager 1 
satellite to confirm methane pollution 
at specific oil and gas sites.

https://earthworks.org/blog/watch-kaitlyn-joshua-on-the-blue-hydrogen-project-in-ascension-parish-being-paused-for-now/
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2025 Big Wins Across the U.S.

Community Safety— 
New Mexico 
In a victory for community safety and health, the New 
Mexico Water Quality Control Commission voted in 
May that companies cannot dump toxic waste (aka 
“produced water”) into ground and surface waters. 
This waste byproduct comes 
to the surface along with the 
oil and gas, and contains toxic 
chemicals including arsenic 
and benzene. New Mexico’s 
oil and gas industry releases 
approximately 84 billion gallons 
per year — a major threat to 
environmental and public health. Earthworks, along 
with a coalition of other environmental groups, 
advocated for these new rules to be enacted. 

However, shortly after the new rule was adopted, the 
Water Quality Control Commission agreed to hear a 
new petition from an industry group seeking to reverse 
the protective rule. We anticipate the hearing to take 
place some time in the first quarter of next year.

No Man’s Land— 
Navajo Nation
In 2024, Navajo Nation Vice President Richelle Montoya 
joined us in the field to witness the direct impact that 
extractive industries have on communities in north-
western New Mexico. Shortly after, we released a 
short film No Man’s Land documenting the field tour. 
This year it was awarded with two Silver Telly awards, 
honoring achievements in video. No Man’s Land sheds 
light on oil and gas corporations’ ongoing exploitation 
of Indigenous communities and the history of white 
supremacy. The work of these Indigenous leaders is 
more than activism — it’s a fight for survival for their 
people and the Four Corners region they call home. 
We continue to host field tours with Navajo Nation 
leaders to build support for action.

Scan the QR code above to watch No Man’s Land.
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84 billion 
gallons per year of 
toxic wastewater 
is released by New 
Mexico’s oil and gas 
industry.

The selenium levels are 
dangerously high — 2.5 to 
4 times higher than EPA 
standards, and it’s highly 

dangerous to aquatic animals.

 — Bonnie Gestring,  
Northwest Program Director

“

Smoky Canyon Mine 
Cleanup—Idaho and 
Wyoming
Partnering Up to Clean Up 
EARTHWORKS AND THE CROW CREEK 
CONSERVATION ALLIANCE

After years of advocacy and water sampling by 
Earthworks and the local community, the U.S. 
Forest Service ordered the mining company  
Simplot to clean up selenium levels at their 
Smoky Canyon Mine in Idaho. The phosphate 
mine was polluting waters across southeast 
Idaho into Wyoming with selenium. Selenium 
can persist in the environment for a very long 
time, and is dangerous to aquatic animals, from 
fish and birds to 
reptiles. Trout 
contaminated 
with selenium 
are known to 
give birth to  
deformed fish. 

Earthworks 
and the Crow 
Creek Conser-
vation Alliance, 
a group of local 
affected private 
landowners, have been collecting water and 
fish tissue samples around the mine for years, 
and have repeatedly called for comprehensive 
water treatment at the mine. The clean-up plan 
requires the company to double the capacity of 
water treatment at the mine and to add more 
protective covers to waste piles to prevent water 
contamination.    

We’re not giving up, we are 
standing up for what’s right.

Yellowstone cutthroat trout.

https://earthworks.org/fourcorners/
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In 2020, nine young women, known as the “Warriors for 
the Amazon,” sued and won a landmark case against the 
government of Ecuador, called the “Mecheros Case.” Mecheros 
are flares that burn and release the greenhouse gas methane, 
as well as other pollutants that are harmful to health, at oil 
and gas facilities. It was argued, and proven, in this case 
that this practice harmed the health of nearby residents, 
specifically women and children. 

In May 2025, Earthworks’ optical gas imaging (OGI) findings 
were used in a second case, challenging multinational energy 
company, ENAP, and the Ecuadorian government’s failure to 

Design by CreativeGeckos.com

Thank you! Your support keeps us going! 

SUSTAINABILITY CIRCLE — Give monthly. 

DEFENDER CIRCLE — Give $2,500 or more annually.  

LEGACY CIRCLE — Give through your estate plans or 
life insurance policy. 

OTHER WAYS TO GIVE — Learn about giving through stocks, 
bonds, mutual funds, or qualified charitable distributions  
from your IRA. 

Contact Ann Corbett at 202-887-1872 x106 or  
acorbett@earthworks.org.

earthworks.org/impact25

Warriors for the Amazon
ECUADORIAN WOMEN WIN ENVIRONMENTAL LAWSUIT 

Vital reports released in the last year include: 

	f Protecting Our Land, Water, and Culture: How to Use 
Mineral Withdrawals to Safeguard Public Lands from 
Mining — This 60-page how-to guide explains the 
process and highlights four successes. We presented 
the primer at the Western Mining Action Network 
conference.

	f The Devil is in the Details: Environmental Health Impacts 
of the Hell’s Kitchen Lithium and Power Project — This 
report highlights key environmental and public health 
concerns from a proposed direct lithium extraction 
project near the Salton Sea, California.  

OGI Documentation in Colombia
Earthworks’ optical gas imaging evidence contrib-
uted to an Environmental Investigation Agency 
(EIA) report, Crude Lies, documenting the harms 
of oil and gas pollution in Colombia. The BBC also 
released a documentary, Life at 50°C: featuring 
Earthworks’ OGI footage showing that petroleum 

giant EcoPetrol is 
violating the country’s 
methane rules prohibit-
ing routine venting. 

In 2023, Earthworks 
was joined by EIA for 
an in-depth expedition 
across Magdalena Me-
dio, a pivotal region for 
oil and gas in Colombia, 
where the organizations 
confirmed 23 cases 
of greenhouse gas 

methane emissions in violation of Colombian law. 
The BBC documentary and the Crude Lies report 
call for Colombian government accountability to 
bring a fair transition away from oil and gas in the 
country.

Chile Lithium Mining—Speaking Truth to Power
Working with the Colla Indigenous Community of Copiapó, Earthworks 
is helping stop dangerous lithium mining projects that do not have 
community consent. Last year we published a report outlining what 
must happen to fully inform Indigenous Peoples, respect their rights 
and ensure that communities near lithium sites are protected. This 
year, communities underwent a government consultation process, 
and are working with Earthworks to leverage other pressure points, 
such as automakers. 

1612 K Street NW, Suite 904
Washington, D.C. 20006 • 202.887.1872
info@earthworks.org • earthworks.org
EIN/Tax ID #52-1557765
Combined Federal Campaign #41290

The BBC used Earthworks’ 
OGI footage in their 2024 
documentary.
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PROTECTING LAND, WATER, AND CULTURE   

How to use mineral withdrawals to safeguard federal lands from hardrock mining

earthworks.org/how-to-mineral-withdrawal

JANUARY 2025 V1.1

Protecting land,  

water, and culture

How to use mineral withdrawals  

to safeguard federal lands from  

hardrock mining  

A mineral withdrawal primer for communities

Comite Civico del Valle and Earthworks | 1

THE DEVIL  is in the DETAILS:Environmental Health Impacts of the  
Hell’s Kitchen Lithium and Power Project

https://ccvhealth.org  https://earthworks.org

Comite Civico del Valle and Earthworks   |  September 2025

end flaring and implement 
the sentence. This victory is 
a powerful demonstration 
of how OGI evidence can 
strengthen community 
testimony and lend power 
to voices that have been 
previously ignored.

Earthworks’ Patricia Rodriguez 
records flaring pollution at an 
oil and gas site in Ecuador.
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https://earthworks.org/impact25

