April 24, 2025

The Honorable Ted Cruz

Chair

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Maria Cantwell

Ranking Member

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chair Cruz and Ranking Member Cantwell,

On behalf of the 28 undersigned organizations, we write to express our strong objection to
the nomination of Brent Sadler to be the Administrator of the Maritime Administration
within the Department of Transportation.

The Maritime Administrator holds a significant role in national security, energy sufficiency,
environmental quality, and other national policy goals and objectives by processing
deepwater port applications that seek to import and export crude oil and methane gas.
Given Sadler’s authorship of Project 2025, his criticism of the Jones Act, and his enthusiasm
to welcome a president who puts the interests of the fossil fuel industry over the American
people, we believe Sadler would prioritize industry favors over public safety and health as
Maritime Administrator and urge you to reject his nomination.

The Maritime Administration has approved three deepwater port applications (Sea Port Oil
Terminal, Texas GulfLink, and Delfin LNG) in less than six months and is reviewing four
more (Blue Marlin Offshore Port, New Fortress Energy Louisiana FLNG, Bluewater, and
West Delta LNG). The sharp increase in exports and production that comes with more
export terminals threatens Americans' right to a safe, healthy environment; fair energy
prices; economic growth in alternative energies; American shipbuilding; and commercial
fishing jobs. Sadler is an author of Project 2025, which seeks to overhaul public policy and
dismantle democratic protections that prevent abuses of executive power. He has



extensive writings critical of the Merchant Marine Act of 1920, known as the Jones Act’,
claiming it stifles competitiveness. According to the American Maritime Partnership, the
Jones Act supports nearly 650,000 American jobs and $150 billion in annual economic
impact.” Sadler's nomination would put him in the position to approve projects that would
harm Americans, economies, and environments across the supply chain of crude oil and
LNG.

Exporting large quantities of oil and LNG threatens energy independence by straining
domestic reserves, leaving the U.S. more vulnerable to supply shortages during extreme
weather events, geopolitical conflicts, or unexpected demand spikes. Expanding oil and
LNG exports further embeds the U.S. in volatile global energy markets, making domestic
energy prices more susceptible to international events and competition. One of the
projects, New Fortress Energy Louisiana FLNG, raises serious concerns with the Bureau of
Safety and Environmental Enforcement about the safety of jack up rigs?, forcing the
applicant to revisit their design.* Without proper federal oversight in the permitting of
these projects, the public safety is at risk. Sadler is the second author of Project 2025, filled
with policies that harm the public, to have their nomination considered by Congress and
should not be confirmed to a senior position in the federal government.

The undersigned organizations urge the members of the Commerce, Science and
Transportation Committee to ensure our federal agencies are led by people who will
protect the nation’s best interests and reject Brent Sadler's nomination for Maritime
Administrator.

Sincerely,

Bayou City Waterkeeper

Better Brazoria Clean Air & Water
Center for Biological Diversity

Center for Oil and Gas Organizing
Climate Conversation Brazoria County
Climate Hawks Vote

Climate Justice Alliance

Earthworks
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Jones Act - Cornerstone of US Maritime Safety & Security
3 https://downloads.requlations.gov/MARAD-2022-0076-0005/attachment_3.pdf
4 . H



https://www.regulations.gov/document/MARAD-2022-0076-0090
https://downloads.regulations.gov/MARAD-2022-0076-0005/attachment_3.pdf
https://www.americanmaritimepartnership.com/u-s-maritime-industry/jones-act-overview/

9. Endangered Species Coalition

10. FISH

11. Food and Water Watch

12. Freeport Haven

13. Freeport haven

14. GreenlLatinos

15. Greenpeace USA

16. Honor the Earth

17. League of Conservation Voters

18. Methane Action

19. Micah Six Eight Mission

20. Ocean Conservation Research

21. Oil Change International

22. Port Arthur Community Action Network
23. SouthWings

24. South Texas Environmental Justice Network
25. Turtle Island Restoration Network

26. Wildlife for All

27.350 Bay Area Action

28. 350 Wisconsin

CC:

Senator John Thune
Senator Roger Wicker
Senator Deb Fischer
Senator Jerry Moran
Senator Dan Sullivan
Senator Marsha Blackburn
Senator Todd Young
Senator Ted Budd
Senator Eric Schmitt
Senator John Curtis
Senator Bernie Moreno
Senator Tim Sheehy
Senator Shelley Capito
Senator Cynthia Lummis



Senator Amy Klobuchar
Senator Brian Schatz
Senator Ed Markey
Senator Gary Peters
Senator Tammy Baldwin
Senator Tammy Duckworth
Senator Jacky Rosen
Senator Ben Ray Lujan
Senator John Hickenlooper
Senator John Fetterman
Senator Andy Kim

Senator Lisa Blunt Rochester



