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Earthworks has hosted both the New Mexico 
State Land Commissioner and Secretary 
Haaland on an optical gas imaging tour 
showing the need to take action against oil 
and gas pollution in the state. 

There’s one important lesson running 
through these pages: working together, in 
shared vision and unwavering conviction, 
there is nothing we cannot overcome.

Earthworks may be a relatively small 
organization but our impact is anything 
but small. It’s measured in the victories 
we help vulnerable frontline commu-
nities win over giant corporations. It’s 
measured in the success we have in 
shaping policy at the federal, state, and 
even international levels. It’s measured 
in how we’ve made the importance of 
using responsibly sourced minerals in 
clean energy technology a key part of 
the national and global climate agenda.

From one corner of the country to anoth-
er, communities battling powerful ener-
gy, petrochemical, and mining interests 
know they can count on Earthworks and 
committed supporters like you. As you 
read this report, all of us at Earthworks 
hope that you will feel a well-deserved 
sense of accomplishment — because 
everything outlined here, and so much 
more, began with your commitment. 

— Thank you for standing up for environmental 
justice, and helping build a sustainable future!

Putting People Before Polluters in New Mexico 
Years of hard work and close partnership with local groups have 
built progress in New Mexico this year at the state and federal level. 

In June, the New Mexico State Land 
Commissioner banned new oil and 
gas leases within one mile of schools 
and day care facilities on state trust 
land. Earthworks is now working to 
extend that offset to residential areas 
and other community gathering 
places. U.S. Secretary of Interior Deb 
Haaland imposed a 20-year morato-
rium on oil and gas drilling within ten 
miles of the Chaco Culture National 
Historical Park — an important step 
to protect the culturally sacred sites.

In a step toward corporate account-
ability in New Mexico, Mewbourne Oil, one of the country’s largest 
private oil and gas operators, settled with the EPA and the state by 
paying a $5.5 million penalty and investing at least $4.6 million in 
pollution prevention.

Slamming the Brakes on New Oil and Gas Infrastructure 
None of the major oil, gas, and plastics infrastructure projects 
Earthworks has been fighting along the 
Gulf coast has begun construction. Sev-
eral now face significant delays, including 
the proposed dredging of Matagorda Bay 
for a shipping channel, and the Bluewater 
Texas Terminal in Corpus Christi. 

In a letter cosigned by more than 120 other 
organizations in July, Earthworks pressed 
Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg to 
require his agencies to consider the impacts 
offshore oil and gas export terminals would 
have on the climate when reviewing their 
applications. 

A Win for Tribal Nations and the Environment in Bristol Bay 
In January, the EPA issued a final determination that effectively 
killed the proposed Pebble Mine that would have devastated 
Alaska’s Bristol Bay, the largest and most productive salmon fish-
ery on earth. Earthworks spent more than a decade working with 
Tribal Nations and local groups to stop the destructive project. The 
White House included an Earthworks statement on their web page 
announcing the decision.

We have to push 
the Department of 

Transportation to never 
approve another mega-

polluting offshore export 
terminal, to protect us 

from climate catastrophe.

 — Kelsey Crane, Earthworks 
Senior Policy Advocate

“

We are proud to stand in 
support of the Bristol Bay 
Tribes and commercial 
fishermen whose lives and 
livelihoods depend on this 
thriving fishery. 
— Earthworks statement on the White 
House web page announcing the Bristol 
Bay decision. Photo by Bob Waldrop.

Photo: Nathalie Eddy
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Making Sure Clean Energy DOES NOT
The surging demand for lithium and other minerals used in clean energy products  
like electric vehicles poses a huge threat to mining communities and local ecosystems. 
Earthworks is responding on multiple fronts, including pressuring automakers to 
clean up their supply chain, engaging legislators to improve laws and tax codes, and 
importantly, supporting frontline families.
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3 Tough New Battery Standards in 
the European Union
After helping shape regulations the Europe-
an Union passed last December to impose 
strict reuse and recycling standards on 

battery manu-
facturers, 
Earthworks has 
been working 
with our 
partners in 
2023 to ensure 
strong imple-
mentation.

Tax Credits for Responsibly 
Sourced EV Batteries
After the Inflation Reduction Act passed last 
year, Earthworks engaged with the Trea-
sury and State Departments to ensure that 
recycled and responsibly sourced electric 
vehicle batteries would qualify for consumer 
tax credits included in the bill.

Bringing Accountability to Automakers
As the transition from the internal combustion 
engine to electric vehicles (EVs) accelerates, 
Earthworks is securing commitments from auto-
makers to adopt more responsible sourcing for 
the lithium used in EV batteries. 
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Linking Arms with Mining Communities 
Proposed lithium mining must move forward only with the informed 
consent and input from mining communities. This is especially im-
portant for Tribal communities, since the vast majority of EV mineral 
reserves are located within 35 miles of Native American reservations. 
Earthworks is supporting those communities defend their rights as 
members of the Indigenous-led SIRGE Coalition (Securing Indigenous 
Peoples Rights in the Green Economy). 

We are supporting Tribal communities in Nevada that are fighting the 
proposed Thacker Pass lithium mine. We also ensured there would 
be a rigorous environmental review of a poorly understood type of 
lithium mining proposed for the Salton Sea area in California called 
direct lithium extraction. After releasing a peer-reviewed report on 
the potential environmental impacts of this new approach, we are 
using it to help inform local communities that are planning to partici-
pate in the upcoming environmental review process.

Making Sure Clean Energy DOES NOT Mean Dirty Mining

Along the south shore of the Salton Sea in California, 
residents near proposed lithium projects already 
suffer disproportionately from air pollution caused 
by industrial agriculture and dust from the exposed 
lakebed of the receding Salton Sea. In the photo 
above, the trenches are for dust suppression. 
Earthworks and the Comite Civico del Valle 
organization are engaging with communities to 
participate in the upcoming environmental review 
process (inset).

Progress (and Setbacks) 
on Mining Reform
The skyrocketing demand for 
lithium and other clean energy 
minerals comes in the context of 
the government’s longstanding 
failure to reform the archaic Min-
ing Law of 1872. This year began 
with cautious hope that a Biden 
administration interagency work-
ing group would produce a frame-
work for major reform. Earthworks 
engaged with the administration 
throughout the process.

While the working group’s recom-
mendations ultimately fell short  
of what we believe is necessary to 
protect Indigenous rights and 
public lands resources, they do 
include some helpful tools mining 
communities can use to deny, 
modify, or delay the worst mining 
projects. With your support, a major 
goal in 2024 will be implementing 
and ultimately strengthening 
those recommendations.

Earthworks is resilient 
and persistent. With your 
support, we can change 
the rules of the game for 

the mining industry.
— Jennifer Krill,  

Executive Director, Earthworks
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 f A Defeat of a New Industry Greenwashing Scheme. After an Earthworks report and pressure campaign, the Biden 
administration halted its involvement in “certified gas,” a scheme developed by industry to falsely market methane as  
a clean fuel and justify the construction of gas export facilities, pipelines, power plants, and gas-
dependent buildings.

“Certified gas” is nothing more than the latest attempt by polluters to greenwash their industry. 
To support their claims of being part of the climate “solution,” producers are turning to third- 
party gas certifiers, private companies hired to measure pollution and verify low emissions. 

In a report titled Certified Disaster, Earthworks and Oil Change International used OGI video 
evidence in Colorado to expose the repeated failures of Project Canary, one of the largest  
gas certifiers, to accurately assess methane pollution it was supposed to be monitoring. Our 
report was the substantive centerpiece of a campaign to pressure the Department of Energy 
to back away from certified gas as an acceptable tool. The campaign included a website and a 
letter to the Secretary of Energy that was signed by nearly 150 organizations. In July, the Biden  
administration withdrew any involvement in certified gas claims.
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Thank you! Your support keeps us going! 

SUSTAINABILITY CIRCLE — Give monthly. 

DEFENDER CIRCLE — Give $1,000 or more annually.  

LEGACY CIRCLE — Give through your estate plans or 
life insurance policy. 

OTHER WAYS TO GIVE — Learn about giving through stocks, 
bonds, mutual funds, or qualified charitable distributions  
from your IRA. 
Contact Ann Corbett at 202-887-1872 x106 or  
acorbett@earthworks.org.

earthworks.org/donate

CERTIFIED DISASTER: 
HOW PROJECT CANARY & GAS CERTIFICATION 
ARE MISLEADING MARKETS & GOVERNMENTS

APRIL 2023

Optical Gas Imaging Exposes 
Polluters and Shapes Policy
Earthworks’ powerful optical gas imaging (OGI) videos forced accountability on polluters throughout 2023

195. GROUND TRUTHING PROJECT CANARY’S METHANE MONITORING

found only one instance where monitors 

documented pollution that triggered 

agency notification and required operator 

actions as defined in their monitoring 

plan.138 

Most notably, there is a stark contrast 

between CDPHE documents, which only 

report 11 confirmed emissions events over 

roughly 177,120 hourly readings across all 

facilities that the CDPHE received (246 

monthly reports from 28 facilities, which 

included 24 readings per day and ~30 days 

per month),139 versus Earthworks’ report of 

22 emissions events from just 77 site visits 

over a period of 7 months which we believe 

should have triggered notifications. 

Figure 5.4

Source: Earthworks

Extraction Rinn Valley combuster 2. OGI Image by Andrew Klooster, Earthworks - Weld County, CO - March, 2021

123. WHAT IS GAS CERTIFICATION

its TrustWell certification standard could 

be registered on Xpansiv’s DF Registry 

too, where both could be “transacted and 

retired.”72, 73

In December 2022, Project Canary 

announced that it was expanding its 

partnership with Xpansiv, “to publish 

verifiable climate attributes” which would 

“allow buyers to meet net-zero goals with 

verifiable environmental claims.” Data from 

Project Canary’s TrustWell scheme and 

methane monitoring would be stored on the 

Xpansiv Registry.74 

Project Canary is also working with partners 

on developing blockchain-enabled tokens. 

Blockchains are increasingly being used by 

companies trading emissions because data 

records on a blockchain are immutable, they 

cannot be changed, and can help facilitate 

peer-to-peer transactions, especially in the 

context of weak regulatory oversight.75

In September 2022, Project Canary 

announced it was teaming up with EarnDLT 

to form a blockchain-based Emissions 

Accounting System, which aims “to 

facilitate the growth” of the RSG market 

by “increasing stakeholders’ confidence 

around tracking, transferring, and retiring 

environmental attributes.”76 EarnDLT 

adds that this offers an easier solution 

for “monetizing the low-emissions data 

associated with their RSG molecules.”77

In November 2022, the partnership 

announced that “verifiable low-methane 

emissions data attributes associated with 

PureWest’s gas production,” as well as 

“other environmental attributes” certified 

by Project Canary, will be transformed “into 

digital tokens stored on the blockchain” 

becoming “available for purchase by 

end users or third parties looking to 

achieve their net zero emission goals.”78 

The attributes not only include methane 

intensity but other environmental indicators 

such as water use.79 

There is an ongoing debate about the 

efficacy of emissions trading in sufficiently 

reducing climate emissions.80 But what 

is clear is that the data going into any 

emissions trading platform must be 

reliable. The evidence presented in this 

report suggests that that is far from the 

case today. Without implementing this 

report’s recommendations, the trade in the 

environmental attributes of certified gas 

may undermine the rationale for emissions 

trading, which is reducing emissions.

ENABLING OTHER FALSE 
CLIMATE SOLUTIONS
Project Canary has announced its intention 

to expand its certification service to other 

oil and gas industry emissions reduction 

efforts. These include Carbon Capture and 

Storage (CCS) and the manufacture of so-

called Blue Hydrogen, which is hydrogen 

manufactured from methane gas combined 

with the capture of CO
2
 from the methane-

to-hydrogen conversion process. Both 

of these things have been labeled “false 

solutions” by environmental groups.81

In January 2023, Project Canary announced 

it was developing a new third-party 

verification framework for CCS. CCS aims to 

capture CO
2
 emissions from power plants 

or industrial processes and sequester them 

underground. In many cases, the CO
2 
is 

used to repressurize old oil and gas wells 

to increase production, rendering the net 

emissions reductions minimal at best.82 

CEO Chris Romer says Project Canary can 

help companies “transparently demonstrate 

safe, permanent carbon storage in 

specific, evaluated, and approved geologic 

formations.” This would “help secure your 

social license to operate.” Project Canary’s 

website states that it “look(s) forward to 

partnering with market leaders to become 

the trusted provider of third-party verified 

climate attributes for the CCS space.”83 

Project Canary’s role in facilitating the 

carbon capture industry will likely expose it 

to further scrutiny from climate advocates.

Image by Earthworks, Weld County, CO - August, 2022

Earthworks’ Colorado Field Advocate, 
Andrew Klooster, documenting pollution 
with an OGI video camera in Weld County, 
Colorado. Our videos and collaboration 
with Oil Change International defeated 
an industry greenwashing scheme, and 
was instrumental in pushing the Biden 
administration to withdraw involvement in 
“certified gas” claims.

My camera makes the truth 
unavoidable—gas leaks.
— Melissa Ostroff, Earthworks OGI 
Operator and Pennsylvania Policy  
and Field Advocate

 f OGI Captures Pollution at New Shell Ethane Plant in 
Pennsylvania. Earthworks used OGI cameras to monitor 
pollution at a new Shell ethane cracker in Beaver County, 
Pennsylvania. With our videos showing extensive pollution 
that contradicted Shell representatives’ repeated claims, we 
helped organize an active group of local residents to draw 
attention to the violations.

 f Optical Gas Imaging Goes International. In 2023, 
Earthworks successfully piloted OGI field investigations 
in Mexico, Argentina, Colombia, and Brazil. As in the 
United States, our investigations gained significant media 
coverage about the impact of methane and volatile 
organic compound emissions. Following media coverage of 
one project in Brazil, the polluting company agreed to invest 
$140 million to improve air quality.


