
Take Action to Demand Justice for Assassination of Xinka Leader
Noé Gómez Barrera

On Saturday October 28, 2023, Xinka community leader, 69-year old Noé Gómez Barrera
was murdered in the department of Jutiapa, Guatemala. Mr. Noé, much loved and
respected by the community, was a member of the ancestral authorities of the Xinka
Parliament of Guatemala, and since 2002 fought for Xinka rights in Jutiapa against the
company Renewable Energy Alternative (Alternativa de Energía Renovable in Spanish). In
recent weeks, he participated actively in the indefinite National Strike for democracy
against the efforts of the “Covenant of the Corrupt” to remain in power following the
election of Bernardo Arévalo whose inauguration is scheduled for January 14, 2024 and
who has committed to end corruption in the country.

This criminal act takes place in the context of violence, threats and heightened security
risks for territory defenders in Guatemala, including specifically in Xinka territory of Jutiapa,
Santa Rosa and Jalapa. During recent years, the Xinka people have maintained a broad
and ongoing struggle to defend their health, water, forests, lands, and territory against the
threat of megaprojects including the Renewable Energy Alternative company, as well as
the Escobal mine owned by Canadian mining company Pan American Silver, which is
currently subject to a consultation process. For their commitment to the defense of
collective rights, the Xinka people have faced intimidation, defamation, criminalization,
attacks, and assassinations, such as what has just once again tragically taken place.

In September of this year, U.S. Congresswoman Cori Bush and 12 other members of the
U.S. Congress sent a letter to the U.S. Department of State in which they expressed
profound concern for the security of the Xinka people. The Representatives called for the
State Department to play an active role to ensure an effective response to any further act
of repression against the Xinka people. Also, since mid October, the Ancestral Indigenous
Authorities of Guatemala have requested precautionary measures from the Inter American
Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) given the risks they face for exercising their rights.

Following the brutal assassination of Mr. Noé, the Xinka Parliament of Guatemala has
called on the Guatemalan Public Prosecutors Office to take action and to investigate this
crime, stating: “Stop the criminalization and violence against Xinka leaders and human
rights defenders.”

We express our solidarity with the Xinka Parliament of Guatemala and the human rights
defenders who are part of the Peaceful Resistance of Santa Rosa, Jalapa and Jutiapa,
who exercise and work for the full enjoyment and respect for their fundamental collective
and individual rights.

We urge:

● Guatemalan authorities to investigate and bring to justice those responsible for this
atrocious act of violence.

● The Inter American Commission on Human Rights to immediately grant
precautionary measures to protect the Ancestral Authorities that are leading the
National Strike in Guatemala.

● The U.S. Department of State in coordination with its Embassy in Guatemala to
advocate of the immediate investigation into this assassination and for those



responsible to be brought to justice; for the prompt implementation of the
precautionary measures in favor of the Ancestral Indigenous Authorities at risk for
exercising their right to peaceful protest, as well as for the five Xinka leaders who
requested precautionary measures from the IACHR in 2021; as well as to publicly
denounce the violence against Ancestral Indigenous Authorities and reaffirm the
importance of protections for peaceful demonstration and the rights to
self-determination and free, prior and informed consent.

● The government of Canada in coordination with its Embassy in Guatemala to pay
special attention to the risks that the Ancestral Indigenous Authorities face,
particularly the Xinka People who are peacefully demonstrating in defense of life
and democracy. We also call on Canada to continue to publicly express concern for
the situation in Guatemala in order to ensure respect for democratic governance.
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