November 07, 2022

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Washington, DC 20590

Ann Phillips, Rear Admiral, USN (Ret), Maritime Administrator
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Washington, DC 20590

The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas, Secretary
U.S. Department of Homeland Security

2707 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave. SE
Washington, DC 20528

Admiral Karl Schultz, Commandant U.S. Coast Guard
U.S. Department of Homeland Security

2707 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave. SE

Washington, DC 20528

RE: Health Professional’s Concerns Regarding Health and Environmental Impacts of
Deepwater Port Fossil Fuel Applications that Undercut National Interest and
Administration Priorities to Address Climate Change

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, Secretary Mayorkas, Administrator Phillips and Commandant Schultz:

We, the undersigned health professionals, submit this letter to convey concerns regarding the
application for the Sea Port Oil Terminal (SPOT), a deepwater port terminal off the coast of
Texas, related pipelines, and the subsequent transport of massive quantities of crude oil and
fracked gas from the Permian Basin. The Biden-Harris administration is in a critical moment for
climate policy solutions that are grounded at the foundation in the best available scientific
understanding of climate change risks, impacts and solutions. Health professionals have a
critical perspective on decision-making regarding climate policy, bringing unique first hand
experiences, expert knowledge, and a core mission to protect health and wellbeing.

Climate change is a proven threat to human health, connected to increased respiratory and
cardiovascular disease, injuries and premature deaths related to extreme weather events and
extreme heat, changes in the prevalence and geographical distribution of food- and water-borne
illnesses and other infectious diseases, and increased mental health risks." The Department of

! Centers for Disease Control (CDC): Climate Effects on Health https://www.cdc.gov/climateandhealth/effects/
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Transportation (DOT) acknowledged the existential climate crisis in a Climate Action Plan
released in August 2021, which included policies to accelerate reductions in greenhouse gas
emissions from the transportation sector and make our transportation infrastructure more resilient
to climate change impacts.” In addition to those commitments, the Department of Transportation
must continue to protect public health by not approving new oil and gas infrastructure. Any new
fossil fuel infrastructure locks the U.S. into decades of new emissions and moves us further away
from meeting the Biden-Harris Administration’s climate change goals, including the national
target of net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.

The development of new oil and gas infrastructure not only exacerbates global climate impacts,
but harms the health of nearby communities. Today, more than 17 million U.S. residents live
within a half-mile of an oil or gas well or facility’. Toxins from hundreds of chemicals and
pollutants, the creation and storage of toxic waste, and the constant noise and light that exist
around operations present scientifically-established health concerns for nearby residents.*

That is why we are especially concerned about the Sea Port Oil Terminal (SPOT), as well as five
additional Deepwater Port applications® under consideration of the Maritime Administration, an
agency of Secretary Buttigeig’s DOT. Collectively, these projects would vastly expand U.S. oil
and gas exports, impacting residents who already live alongside a massive number of polluting
industrial and fossil fuel facilities. With projections of slowing global demand for crude,® these
projects come entirely at the expense of our climate, frontline communities, and Gulf Coast
ecosystems.

If built, the Sea Port Oil Terminal would load Very Large Crude Carriers (VLCCs), the largest
tankers on Earth, at a rate of 85,000 barrels an hour, or 2 million barrels per day. This would
move more crude oil annually than is currently produced on all Gulf Coast offshore drilling
platforms.” The oil would create combined upstream and downstream emissions of 232,975,297
metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent per year® and increase toxic air pollutants like benzene,
a known carcinogen.’” Furthermore, oil is the largest industrial source of emissions of volatile
organic compounds (VOCs), which contribute to harmful ozone and smog. Exposure to
ground-level ozone can cause asthma and is linked to increased emergency room visits, hospital
admissions, and premature death. In light of current ozone levels onshore, the EPA has taken
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steps to redesignate the Houston area a “severe” nonattainment zone, up from its previous status
as “severe.”"”

Additionally, transportation of crude oil from the Sea Port Oil Terminal would increase the risk
of methane emissions and oil leaks and spills. Toxic chemicals from oil spills can have serious
short- and long-term health effects on those exposed, including oil workers, nearby residents,
marine life, and the surrounding habitat. Additionally, related chemical reactions, fumes, and
possible fires after an oil spill can further harm health. Communities exposed to oil spills
experience dizziness, headaches, nausea, coughing and lung problems, skin irritation, and
memory loss''. Oil contamination from the Deepwater Horizon disaster is still impacting coastal
communities and has been associated with potential for increases in harmful algal blooms and
numbers of pathogenic Vibrio bacteria in oil-impacted water'>. Long-term health effects of oil
spill exposure include increased cancer risk, reproductive issues, and decreased immunity."

Crude oil and fracked gas, along with any associated infrastructure, is dangerous to surrounding
communities and poses a health risk. The explosion that occurred on June 8th at Texas’s
Freeport LNG export facility exemplifies the concerns community members have repeatedly
expressed around the expansion of fossil fuel exports, more broadly, from the US. This
explosion, along with community members’ concern for oil spills, economic instability, and
environmental justice show that building out even more fossil fuel export infrastructure cannot
continue.

Fossil fuel refineries and export facilities present dangers to both workers and nearby residents.
For example, in August 2021, Cheniere Energy was issued a $2.2 million fine when the U.S.
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration found several severe cracks in storage
tanks at the Sabine Pass LNG export facility just across Sabine Lake from the Port Arthur
community.” PHMSA found that the cracks were a result of “incorrect operations" and
“inadequate tank design” for the operations at Sabine Pass LNG. These conditions could have
created a flammable cloud of low-lying gas that would have gathered around the tanks. In
addition to unsafe tank designs, PHMSA found that Cheniere didn’t have alarms properly set to
warn of hazardous conditions that could have prevented the cracks from happening in the first
place.
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Additionally, on June 8, a failure at the Freeport LNG gas export facility caused an explosion
that created a 450-feet-high fireball". The explosion happened along a 700-foot section of pipe
where LNG had become trapped, causing pressure to build. That section that had reportedly been
inspected several weeks earlier, according to a report. The health and safety risks of building oil
and gas infrastructure are high and especially concerning when existing facilities have a record
of failing to prevent emissions and potential catastrophic explosions.

The Sea Port Oil Terminal and the five additional proposed deepwater port terminals planned for
the Gulf Coast pose an immediate health hazard by contributing to the vast and varied health
impacts of climate change at large, while contributing to local health impacts by harming
important food sources, increasing air pollution, and creating devastating oil spills. The
Transportation Secretary and Maritime Administrator have the responsibility to act in the public
interest by preventing the environmental injustice that would ensue if the SPOT project were to
be approved. As health professionals, we encourage a rapid and just transition from extractive
harmful energy systems to clean, just renewable energy and urge Secretary Buttigegig and
Admiral Phillips to deny licenses for deepwater ports to export oil and gas.

CC:

White House National Climate Advisor Ali Zaidi

White House Science Advisor Francis Collins

Special Climate Envoy John Kerry

Lieutenant General Scott Spellmon, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Administrator
Administrator Michael Regan, Environmental Protection Agency

David Garcia, P.E., Region 6 Air and Radiation Division

Secretary Gina M. Raimondo, U.S. Department of Commerce

Secretary Deb Haaland, U.S. Department of Interior

Director Amanda Lefton, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management

Director Martha Williams, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Nicole R. LeBoeuf Assistant Administrator, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Assistant Administrator Janet Coit, National Marine Fisheries Service
Ambassador Katherine C. Tai, U.S. Trade Representative

Signed,
1. Citizens for Clean Air/Water in Brazoria, Melanie Oldham, Founder
2. 10 Votes
3. 350 New Hampshire
4, 350 Pensacola

' Chapa, Sergio. “Freeport LNG Blast Created 450-Feet-High Fireball, Report Shows.” Bloomberg. June 12, 2022.
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Concerned Health Professionals of New York
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Carol E McDonald

Cassandra Rosswog RN, BSN
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Chaplain Carrie Roach

Chris Covert-Bowlds, MD
Christie Torres DNP, APRN
Christina Rogers, RN

Christy Haas-Howard, MPH, RN
Claire Richards, PhD, RN
Cynthia M. Reid

Danielle C. Johnson, RN
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David Hunter, MD
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Dr. Laura Anderko PhD RN

Dr. Peggy Slota

Dr. Sherry Knoppers

Dr. Susan Penner

Duaba Bohn, MS

Edward Maibach, MPH, PhD
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