
June 11, 2002 
 
Bob Ulrich 
Chief Executive Officer 
Target Corporation 
1000 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN  55403 
 
Dear Mr. Ulrich: 
 
We, the undersigned organizations, are writing to request that Target discontinue the sale 
of Ironite fertilizer.  We know that you will be as concerned as we are about this 
particular fertilizer product because of your commitment to the environment. 
 
In 1997, The Seattle Times published an award-winning exposé, "Fear in the Fields: How 
Hazardous Wastes Become Fertilizer” (enclosed). The Times report revealed that many 
fertilizers—both agricultural and consumer—are being made from toxic industrial waste 
including that from steel mills, pulp mills, cement kilns, mining, and other industries. 
These fertilizers may contain nutrients to help plants grow, but they can also contain 
toxic heavy metals such as lead, arsenic, cadmium, and mercury, as well as dioxins. 
 
Ironite is made from a 60-acre pile of mine tailings in Arizona. It is sold in Target and 
other major retail outlets across the country for use as a home and garden fertilizer and to 
neutralize soil alkalinity.  
 
We have serious concerns about this product because it contains arsenic and lead. Arsenic 
is a known carcinogen. Exposure to lead presents a health hazard, particularly for 
children. Lead can lower IQ and permanently damage the nervous system. More 
specifically, 
 
•  Data compiled by EPA on fertilizer contaminants shows that Ironite contains—by a 
wide margin—the highest levels of arsenic of all fertilizer products surveyed. 
 
•  Testing of Ironite by the state of Minnesota shows that the product contains up to 6020 
parts per million arsenic and 3400 parts per million lead. According to information 
provided by the Ironite Products Company and published by the Washington State 
Department of Agriculture, it contains 4380 parts per million arsenic and 2940 parts per 
million lead. These ingredients are not listed on the label. 
 
•  According to a Washington State Department of Health news release on Ironite's 
potential health hazards issued in May 1998, "Depending on how much arsenic is 
actually absorbed into the body after ingestion, accidental ingestion of less than 1/2 
teaspoon of this fertilizer may be toxic to small children." 
 



•  In 1998, the state of Oregon performed a hazardous waste test on Ironite.  Oregon 
found that Ironite classifies as a hazardous waste due to the levels of arsenic in the 
product. 
 
•  University of Minnesota soil scientist Carl Rosen applied Ironite to his own garden. 
While the background level of arsenic is about 1 part per million in Minnesota soils, the 
soil in Dr. Rosen's garden was 100 parts per million after he applied Ironite. 
 
•  In April 2002, the state of Maine went to court seeking penalties and an injunction 
against Ironite, alleging the company failed to obtain state permits necessary to distribute 
a fertilizer made from solid waste.  In May 2002, the makers of the fertilizer Ironite 
decided to remove the product from Maine store shelves until a court decides whether it 
is legal to distribute it. 
 
The company claims the product is safe because the toxic chemicals are bound tightly 
and are not absorbed by the body. However, the state of Washington conducted tests to 
determine whether the arsenic and lead in Ironite are bioavailable, and the tests indicated 
that up to 36% of the arsenic and up to 81% of the lead is bioavailable. 
 
We respectfully request that Target stand up for full disclosure and safe fertilizer. We 
request that you act to protect human health and consumers' right to know by 
discontinuing the sale of Ironite at Target stores nationwide.  We also request that you 
examine your product line and discontinue the sale of other fertilizers made from toxic 
waste. 
 
We look forward to your personal response in the near future. We will also be contacting 
other major retailers that sell Ironite fertilizer. If you have any questions or need any 
additional information, please contact Laurie Valeriano at the Washington Toxics 
Coalition at 206-632-1545, ext. 14. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dave Batker 
Asia Pacific Environmental Exchange 
1305 4th Ave Ste 606 
Seattle, WA  98101 
 
Jim Puckett 
Basel Action Network 
1305 4th Ave Ste 606 
Seattle, WA  98101 
 
Teri Olle 
CalPIRG 
3435 Wilshire Blvd, #385 
Los Angeles, CA  900103435 Wilshire Blvd., #385 • Los Angeles • CA 90010 



 
Stephen Brittle 
President 
Don’t Waste Arizona 
6205 S 12th St 
Phoenix, AZ  85040 
 
Mary Beth Doyle 
Ecology Center 
117 N Division St 
Ann Arbor, MI  48104 
 
Audrey Thier 
Environmental Associates 
353 Hamilton St 
Albany, NY  12210 
 
Wade Sikorski 
Farmer 
Box 202 
Willlart, MT  59354 
 
Rick Hind 
Greenpeace 
702 H Street NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
 
Jackie Hunt Christensen 
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy 
2105 First Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 U.S.A. 
 
Bonnie Gestring 
Mineral Policy Center 
1612 K Street NW, Suite 808 
Washington, DC 20006 
 
Peter Backman, J.D. 
Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy 
26 East Exchange Street, Suite 206 
Saint Paul, MN 55101 
 
Susan Berkson 
Minnesota Children's Health Environment Coalition  
 
Anne Hedges 



Montana Environmental Information Center 
P.O. Box 1184 
Helena, MT 59624 
 
Pamela Hadad-Hurst 
Executive Director 
New York Coalition for Alternatives to Pesticides 
353 Hamilton St 
Albany, NY  12210-1709 
 
Mike Belliveau 
Natural Resource Council of Maine 
3 Wade Street 
Augusta, Maine 04330 
 
Cindy Douglas 
Organic Materials Research Institute 
PO Box 1155 
Eugene, OR  97440 
 
David Monk 
Oregon Toxics Alliance 
1192 Lawrence St 
Eugene OR 97401 
 
Rhett Lawrence 
OSPIRG 
1536 SE 11th Ave 
Portland, OR  972141536 SE 11th Ave., Portland, OR 97214536 SE 11th 
Ave., Portland, OR 97214 
Jeremiah Bauman 
U.S. PIRG 
218 D St., SE   
Washington, D.C. 20003 
 
Greg Wingard  
Waste Action Project 
PO Box 4832 
Seattle, WA  98104-0051 
 
Laurie Valeriano 
Washington Toxics Coalition 
4649 Sunnyside Ave N, Ste 540E 
Seattle, WA  98103 
 
Ivy Sager-Rosenthal 



WashPIRG 
3240 Eastlake Ave East #100 
Seattle, WA  98102 
 
Bryony Schwan 
Women’s Voices for the Earth 
PO Box 8743 
Missoula, MT  59807 
 
 


