yofoéy Q: WHAT DO GET WHEN You COMBINE
ST 200 SUVs,
orotecting 150 ELEPHANTS AND

Communities 55 GARBAGE TRUCKS ?
and the 1872 Mining Law Fact #4:

Environment

A: A combined weight equal to the amount of toxic mercury released annually in
the U.S. by multinational mining companies.

Each year, 3.1 million pounds—1550 tons—of mercury arereleased by the
hardrock mining industry, surpassing the mercury output of power plantsand all
other industriesin the U.S. combined. Y et there are no environmental standardsfor
hardrock mining under the 1872 Mining L aw.

Mercury isa potent neurotoxin. Children and infants exposed to mercury often
experience delaysin developing motor skillslike walking and talking. The
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recently expressed concern about an
increasein women with elevated blood mercury levels, asthis dangeroustoxin can
transfer through a placenta to a developing fetus, or to a newborn through
breastfeeding—resulting in exposure at critical developmental ages.
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