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June 21, 2017 
 
Ryan Zinke 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C St. NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
feedback@ios.doi.gov  
 
Glenda Owens 
Acting Director 
U.S. Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 
1951 Constitution Ave. NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
DeputyDirector_Owens@osmre.gov 
 
 
RE: Make Transition From Coal a Priority at the San Juan Coal Mine and in the Four  

Corners Region 
 
Dear Secretary Zinke and Acting Director Owens: 
  

The undersigned organizations are writing to urge the U.S. Department of the Interior 
(“Interior”) and Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (“OSMRE”) to make 
transition from coal a number one priority at New Mexico’s San Juan coal mine. 

 
Interior and OSMRE are in the process of preparing an environmental impact statement 

to analyze and disclose the potentially significant impacts of coal mining at the San Juan mine, 
as well as to consider a range of reasonable alternatives for future action.  We strongly urge the 
agencies to ensure that transition is the preferred alternative. 
 

The San Juan coal mine fuels the San Juan Generating Station, a power plant that has 
saddled the Four Corners region with enormous amounts of air, climate, and water pollution. 
While the mine and power plant may have provided jobs over the years, both are slated to shut 



down in the early 2020’s.  What’s more, other coal-fired power plants and mines in the region 
are similarly on course to retire in the near-future, including the Navajo coal mine and Four 
Corners power plant and the Kayenta and Black Mesa coal mines and the Navajo Generating 
Station. 

 
Interior and OSMRE must play a role in ensuring the orderly clean-up of coal mines and 

power plants in the region; and in advancing economic transition, justice, and prosperity in the 
Four Corners region.  
 
 Given this, the undersigned call on OSMRE and Interior to acknowledge the reality that 
the San Juan coal mine and San Juan Generating Station are shutting down in the very near 
future. We further call on your leadership to ensure that the preferred alternative of the 
environmental impact statement accomplishes the following: 
 

• Environmental Justice.  Interior and OSMRE must ensure that low income communities 
and tribal communities are protected from the disproportionate health and environmental 
impacts of the San Juan coal mine and San Juan Generating Station.  
 

• Just Transition.  Interior and OSMRE must ensure an orderly decommissioning and 
clean up of the mine and power plant, and enables workers and communities to move 
toward more sustainable and prosperous economies.  As part of a “Just Transition,” the 
agencies must work to leverage resources and enable communities to develop alternative 
sources of sustainable revenue and jobs. This includes prioritizing job placement for plant 
and mine workers in SJGS site reclamation and decommissioning, and job re-training. 
 

• Protection of Clean Air and Water.  Safeguarding clean air and water must be a 
priority of any alternative analyzed by Interior and OSMRE in the environmental impact 
statement.  We urge the agencies to prioritize eliminating sources of air and water 
pollution, as well as to mitigate sources of carbon pollution, including coal mine methane 
emissions. Stakeholders are particularly concerned with the millions of tons of coal ash 
and its safe and secure disposal. 
 

• More Cooperation.  Interior and OSMRE must work with other federal, state, and local 
agencies that can provide expertise and resources to help advance transition, including 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Department of Energy, Environmental Protection Agency, 
the Navajo Nation and Navajo Nation Chapters, the Mountain Ute Tribe, the National 
Park Service, the States of New Mexico and Colorado, and San Juan County, New 
Mexico. 
 

• Complete and Timely Reclamation.  Interior and OSMRE must ensure that as the San 
Juan mine and Generation Station shut down, reclamation occurs 
expeditiously, completely, and effectively. We urge the agencies to consider allowing the 
development of renewable energy as a post-reclamation beneficial land use. 
 

• Transition to Clean Energy.  As part of any action alternative, Interior and OSMRE 
must address the ability of renewable energy to replace lost capacity and provide 



economic development opportunities.  As part of this analysis, Interior and OSMRE must 
consider means of providing electric power locally in the region and ensuring its long-
term sustainability. 

 
The San Juan coal mine environmental impact statement provides a critical opportunity 

for Interior and OSMRE to help the Four Corners region transition from coal to more sustainable 
and prosperous economies, as well as to clean and more reliable and affordable energy sources.  
We urge you not to squander this opportunity and to ensure that transition is a paramount goal of 
the San Juan coal mine review. Thank you.   
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Jeremy Nichols  
Shannon Hughes  
WildEarth Guardians   
2590 Walnut Street  
Denver, CO 80205  
jnichols@wildearthguardians.org 
shughes@whildearthguardians.org 
 
Nathaniel Shoaff  
Staff Attorney  
Sierra Club Environmental Law Program  
2101 Webster Street, Suite 1300  
Oakland, CA 94612  
415-977-5610  
nathaniel.schoaff@sierraclub.org   
 
Mariel Nanasi 
Executive Director 
New Energy Economy 
343 East Alameda Santa Fe, NM, 87501  
505-469-4060 
mariel@seedsbeneaththesnow.com  
 
Thomas Singer, Ph.D. 
Shiloh Hernandez  
Western Environmental Law Center 
208 Paseo del Pueblo Sur #602 
Taos, NM 87571 
singer@westernlaw.org  
 



Anson Wright 
Coordinator, Chaco Alliance 
4990 SW Hewett Blvd. 
Portland, Oregon 97221 
ansonw@comcast.net   
503-709-0038 
 
Terry Sloan 
Southwest Native Cultures 
8205 Spain Rd NE Suite 204 
505-301-4122 
tas@sloancompany.net  
 
Carol Davis 
Diné Citizens Against Ruining our Environment  
HCR 63 Box 272 
Dilkon, Navajo Nation (AZ 
928-221-7859 
caroljdavis.2004@gmail.com  
 
Peter Sloan 
Southwest Environmental Center 
275 N Main St, Las Cruces, NM 88005 
575-522-5552 
peter@wildmesquite.org 
 
Nomi Green, Coordinator 
Northern NM Climate Activists 
nomipgreen@gmail.com  
 
Tom Solomon, Jim Mackenzie, co-coordinators 
Campaign to End Sacrifice Zones 
350 New Mexico 
www.350NM.org  
505-328-0169 
505-350-6000 
tasolomon6@gmail.com  
Jim@350NewMexico.org 
 
Jorge Gonzales, Bianca Sopoci-Belknap, Mariajose Alcazar 
Earth Care 
6600 Valentine Way, Building A, Santa Fe, NM 87507 
505-983-6896 
jorge@earthcarenm.org 
 
Jenni Siri 



Frack Free Four Corners 
260-693-7672 
info@frackfree4.org 
 
Jenni Siri 
Our Revolution New Mexico 
New Mexico 
info@OurRevolutionNM.us 
 
Lynne Fischer 
New Mexico Climate Action 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 
719-360-9261 
info@newmexicoclimateaction.org 
  
William Clark 
Rio Arriba Concerned Citizens 
Abiquiu, New Mexico 
575-684-2483 
cebollabill@gmail.com 
 
Debaura James 
Securing Economic and Energy Democracy of SW NM (SEED) 
2232 Cottage San Rd. #9, Silver City, NM 88061 
505-440-8308 
debauraperu@gmail.com 
 
Maya Rommwatt 
New Mexico Story Power 
PO Box 80003 ABQ, 87198 
503-467-9471 
rommwatt@gmail.com 
 
Susan Gordon 
Multicultural Alliance for a Safe Environment 
PO Box 4524, Albuquerque, NM 87196 
505-577-8438 
sgordon@swuraniumimpacts.org 
 
Eleanor Bravo 
Food & Water Watch 
7804 Pan American Frwy E NE #2 
505-730-8474 
ebravo@fwwatch.org 
 
Pete Dronkers 



Earthworks 
PO Box 1102, Durango, CO, 81301 
775-815-9936 
pdronkers@earthworksaction.org 
 
Shelley Silbert 
Great Old Broads for Wilderness 
P.O. Box 2924 Durango, CO 81302 
970-385-9577 
shelley@greatoldbroads.org 
 
Laura Ramnarace 
Resolutions Unlimited 
PO Box 2721, Silver City, NM 88062 
575-538-9405 
lramnarace@gmail.com 
 
Rebecca Sobel 
Frack Off Chaco  
Santa Fe, NM 
info@frackoffchaco.org 
 
 
Cc: 
 
Senator Tom Udall 
531 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Senator Martin Heinrich 
303 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Ben Ray Lujan 
2231 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Gretchen Pinkham, OSMRE 
c/o Catalyst Environmental Solutions 
P.O. Box 56539 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91413 
osm-nepa-nm@osmre.gov 
gpinkham@osmre.gov  
 


