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Police helicopter view of Lac-Mégantic, the day of the derailment. Photo: Sûreté du Québec 
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Oil from North Dakota and the Eagle Ford Shale in Texas had vapor-pressure readings of 
over 8 pounds per square inch (PSI), although Bakken readings reached as high as 9.7 
PSI. U.S. refiner Tesoro Corp., a major transporter of Bakken crude to the West Coast, 
said it regularly has received oil from North Dakota with even more volatile pressure 
readings — up to 12 PSI. By comparison, Louisiana Light Sweet from the Gulf of Mexico, 
had vapor pressure of 3.33 PSI, according to the Capline data.3 

On average, North Dakota’s Bakken shale oil had a volatility rating of 8.56 PSI. The next 
most volatile oil was Brent crude from the North Sea, with a volatility rating of 6.17 PSI. 
The third most volatile, 4.8 PSI, was Basrah Light oil from Iraq.4 

Given Bakken crude oil’s volatility, there is an increased risk of a significant incident 
involving this material due to the significant volume that is transported, the routes and the 

extremely long distances it is moving by rail.7 
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The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), a branch of the Center 
for Disease Control (CDC) has identified the recommended exposure level (REL) for 
benzene during a worker’s shift as 0.1 parts per million.11 As a result of its extreme 
toxicity, NIOSH has recommended comprehensive measures to limit workers’ exposure to 
benzene.12 However, in one study published in August 2014 in the Journal of 
Occupational and Environmental Hygiene, researchers sampling air emissions at frack 
sites in Colorado and Wyoming found that “Fifteen of the 17 samples met or exceeded the 
NIOSH REL of 0.1 ppm.”13  
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Trains carrying crude oil criss-cross the U.S. and Canada, putting millions at risk. Photo via Washington House 
Democrats. 
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Activists honor the 47 lives lost in Lac Mégantic two years after 
the disaster. Photo: Rick Rappaport. 
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Activists gather in front of city hall in Baltimore, MD to say 'no' to oil trains. 
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