
cep.earthworks.org 
Learn more, see other communities’ Optical Gas Imaging videos,  

and request a visit to your community

Pollution from the oil and gas industry is putting people and the climate at risk. The passage of SB-181 in 2019 
signaled recognition by elected leaders in Colorado that these problems must be addressed. However, state agencies 
that oversee oil and gas continue to fall short of taking the actions needed to prevent this harm.

Air pollution from oil and gas operations is invisible, making it easy for companies and regulators to dismiss 
public concerns and impacts on health and the climate. This is why Earthworks documents and exposes the 
real problems caused by the oil and gas industry. Our certified thermographers use optical gas imaging (OGI) 
to make visible the emissions of methane and volatile organic compounds (VOCs) caused by intentional safety 
releases, equipment failures, and operator errors in oil and gas fields.

Earthworks Optical Gas Imaging Brings Dangers of VOCs and Methane to Light 

SEEING IS BELIEVING

Making the invisible       visible in Colorado

COLORADO
Footage uncovers the  
true extent of pollution  
at Colorado’s natural  
gas sites

Footage uncovers the true 
extent of pollution at 
Colorado’s natural gas sites
What appears to be clean is 
not. Pollution viewed with 
the naked eye (left) versus an 
Optical Gas Imaging camera 
(right). 

TOP ROW: AKA Energy – Speer 
Facility, Platteville, Weld County, 
Colorado.

BOTTOM ROW: Sandridge Surprise 
Unit 068 in Jackson County,  
Colorado.

Oil and gas is responsible for 
about 18% of methane emissions 
in the state. 

https://www.earthworks.org/campaigns/community-empowerment-project/


COLORADO  
Earthworks investigations

200+  Oil and gas   
 facilities visited 

70+  Complaints filed 

9+  Only 9 of these  
 official complaints  
 resulted in direct  
 pollution reduction

Our regulators must do better! Main Office 
863 1/2 Main Ave. Suite 3 
Durango, CO 81301 
202.887.1872  
info@earthworks.org 
cep.earthworks.org 
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JOIN IN THE CONVERSATION  
AND SPREAD THE WORD
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Learn more, see other 
communities’ Optical Gas Imaging 
videos, and request a visit to your 
community. For mapping of air 
quality, health and facilities near 
you, visit oilandgasthreatmap.com

Nearly 250,000 
Colorado residents live 
within a half-mile radius 
of one or more of the 
50,000 active oil and 
gas facilities in the state. 

is taking advantage of 
newly available technology 
to provide important 
insights into how oil and 
gas operations in Colorado 
are releasing greenhouse 
gases that are changing our 
climate for the worse. The 
knowledge that they are 
providing will help with the 
efforts to reduce our state’s 
impact on the climate.”

— Dr. David W. Inouye,  
Board Chair, Citizens for a  

Healthy Community

A threat to our environment
Methane is 86 times more damaging to our climate than carbon dioxide 
over a 20-year time frame—longer than the time that scientists say we 
have to avoid the most catastrophic effects of the climate crisis. Methane 
pollution from the oil and gas sector in Colorado is the third largest 
source of greenhouse gas emissions, just behind coal-powered electricity 
generation and passenger vehicles.

A threat to public health
VOCs are scientifically linked to a range of health problems, including 
headaches, nausea, nosebleeds, dizziness, and even cancer. These directly 
threaten the over 250,000 Coloradans who live within a half-mile radius 
of more than 50,000 oil and gas facilities in the state. Both methane and 
VOCs contribute to the formation of ozone, which causes respiratory and 
cardiovascular illnesses. Currently, parts of Colorado don’t meet federal 
ozone standards.

Lack of accountability and enforcement
Between 2017 and 2020, Earthworks visited 200 sites including wells, 
compressor stations, and other facilities across Colorado and filmed oil 
and gas pollution. We filed 70 complaints with the Colorado Oil and Gas 
Conservation Commission (COGCC) and Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment (CDPHE) based on our fieldwork and community 
concerns. Only 9 (13%) of these complaints resulted in direct pollution 
reductions.

Seeing Is Believing For too long, the oil and gas industry 
has misled the public by denying and downplaying the chronic daily 
pollution and health harm it causes. We’re documenting and publicizing  
evidence of these trends—and helping to safeguard people and the 
planet.

“It’s great that 
Earthworks

https://www.earthworks.org/campaigns/community-empowerment-project/
https://www.youtube.com/user/earthworksaction
https://www.instagram.com/earthworksaction/
https://www.facebook.com/earthworksaction/
https://earthworks.org
https://twitter.com/earthworks
https://oilandgasthreatmap.com



