
 
Tom Fulton 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Land and Minerals Management 
Department of Interior 
1849 C St., NW 
MS6628-MIB  
Washington, D.C.  20240 
August 2, 2002 
 
Dear Deputy Assistant Secretary Fulton: 
 
Several representatives of the undersigned organizations agree to a meeting with the Department of 
Interior’s Bonding Task Force on August 7th.  However, we do not believe that this meeting 
represents an effective effort on the part of the Task Force to communicate and consult with 
environmental, community and other public interest groups on the critical issue of bonding.  As such, 
with the support of the seventy-one undersigned groups, we also request that the task force hold a 
series of regional meetings with environmental, community conservation, taxpayer and other public 
interest groups on each of the three major extractive industries -- oil and gas, coal, and hardrock 
minerals -- to ensure that the public’s interests are sufficiently considered in the task force’s 
deliberations and reflected in its recommendations.   
 
Our request is predicated on several key points.  First, the issues surrounding financial assurances for 
the three industries under consideration -- hardrock minerals, coal, and oil and gas -- involve separate 
governing laws and regulations and different technical issues.   
  
Second, the task force has waited four months from its inception to schedule the first meeting with 
public interest groups.  Meanwhile, multiple meetings have been held with the surety and mining 
industries, starting in May, or perhaps even earlier.  As a result, we are concerned that the task force’s 
very recent decision to meet with public interest groups is an afterthought scheduled simply to enable 
the Department to state that it met with all stakeholders. 
 
Third, the issue of ensuring that mining and oil and gas extraction industries pay for environmental 
cleanups is too critical and will affect too many citizens around the country for the task force to 
arbitrarily limit input from environmental, taxpayer and community groups to one session. These 
industries’ poor track record of cleanup -- at the expense of taxpayers, the environment and the health 
of nearby communities -- warrants the fullest possible consultation with public interest groups that 
have worked on those issues. 
 
Because of regional variances and differences in governing legislation, to be credible, the task force 
must hold meetings with interested environmental and community groups working on coal, oil and 
gas, and hard rock minerals.  It is critical that the task force have meetings on each issue in different 
regions of the country.  The task force should hold these meetings at a time and in a manner that 
facilitates the participation of citizens and citizen groups, and other interested parties.  We 
recommend that the task force hold as many meetings as necessary to give public interest groups the 
opportunity to fully inform the task force and ensure that the process has achieved at least a balance 
of input between industry and public interest groups.  
 



While we are not able to identify every group that might have valuable information to share on the 
issue of financing environmental cleanups, the undersigned groups -- from coastal groups in Florida 
to public lands groups in Wyoming and Montana -- would be interested in meeting with the task 
force. 
 
In closing, we urge the task force to expand its planned consultations with public interest groups as a 
first, but indispensable, step toward taking a more balanced approach to this critical issue.  Secretary 
Norton’s “four C’s initiative” surely does not mean consultation, cooperation, and communication 
only with industry.  Beyond the consultation process, however, the task force will ultimately 
undermine the public interest unless it not only hears the points of view of affected communities, 
environmental groups and taxpayer groups, but also incorporates those views into its 
recommendations.  We look forward to your prompt reply to our request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dick Fort 
President 
Action for the Environment 
Rapid City, South Dakota 
 
Randy Virgin 
Executive Director 
Alaska Center for the Environment 
Anchorage, Alaska 
 
Tom Atkinson 
Executive Director 
Alaska Conservation Voters 
Alaska Conservation Alliance 
Anchorage, Alaska    
 
Colin Henderson 
President of the Board of Directors 
Alliance for Responsible Mining 
Alamosa, Colorado  
 
S. Elizabeth Birnbaum 
Director of Government Affairs 
American Rivers 
 
Brian Shields 
Executive Director  
Amigos Bravos: Friends of the Wild Rivers  
Taos, New Mexico 
 
 
 

Marguerite Jones 
Coordinator 
Austin Safe Pipeline Coalition 
Austin, Texas  
 
Erik Molvar 
Biodiversity Conservation Alliance 
Laramie, Wyoming 
 
Linn and Tweeti Blancett 
Blancett Ranches 
Aztec, New Mexico  
 
Lynne K. Stone 
Executive Director 
Boulder-White Clouds Council 
Ketchum, Idaho 
 
Carolyn Johnson 
Staff Director 
Citizens Coal Council 
Denver, Colorado 
 
Bill Clymer  
President  
Citizens For Victor  
Victor, Colorado  
 
Carolyn Johnson 
Staff Director 
Citizens Coal Council 
Denver, Colorado 



Tracy Stone-Manning 
Executive Director 
Clark Fork Coalition 
Missoula, Montana  
 
Lisa Evans 
Director, Power Plant Waste Project 
Clean Air Task Force 
Boston, Massachusetts  
 
Judy Bonds  
Community Outreach Coordinator 
Coal River Mountain Watch 
Whitesville, West Virginia  
 
Carmi McLean 
Colorado Director 
Clean Water Action 
Denver, Colorado  
 
Elise Jones 
Executive Director  
Colorado Environmental Coalition  
Denver, Colorado 
 
Matt Baker 
Executive Director 
Colorado Public Interest Research Group 
Denver, Colorado  
 
Bob Shavelson 
Executive Director 
Cook Inlet Keeper  
Homer, Alaska  
 
Linda Rauser 
Chair 
Dakota Resource Council 
Bismarck, North Dakota 
 
Robert Dewey  
Vice President 
Government Relations and External Affairs 
Defenders of Wildlife 
 
Barney & Vina Reilly 
Dickenson County Citizens Committee 
Clinchco, Virginia 
 

Gershon Cohen, Ph.D. 
Project Director, 
Campaign to Safeguard America's Waters 
Earth Island Institute 
Haines, Alaska 
 
Mark Ferrulo 
Director 
Florida Public Interest Research Group 
Talahassee, Florida 
 
Tim Flood 
Conservation Coordinator 
Friends of Arizona Rivers 
Phoenix, Arizona  
 
Tom Sonandres 
Coordinator 
Friends of Pinto Creek 
Sun City, Arizona  
 
Erich Pica 
Director, Green Scissors Campaign 
Friends of the Earth 
 
Gene Sentz  
Friends of the Rocky Mountain Front  
Choteau, Montana 
 
Tom Myers 
Executive Director 
Great Basin Mine Watch 
Reno, Nevada 
 
Mel Frost 
Conservation Organizer 
Greater Yellowstone Coalition 
Bozeman, Montana  
 
Sandy Shea 
Public Lands Director 
High Country Citizens' Alliance 
Crested Butte, Colorado  
 
Justin Hayes 
Program Director 
Idaho Conservation League 
Boise, Idaho 
 



Diane E. Brown 
Executive Director 
Illinois Public Interest Research Group 
Chicago, Illinois 
 
Mike Chiropolos 
Staff Atorney 
Land and Water Fund of the Rockies 
Boulder, Colorado  
 
Laurie Nessel 
President 
Maricopa Audubon Society 
Tempe, Arizona 
 
Stephen D’Esposito 
President 
Mineral Policy Center 
 
Dave Blouin 
Coordinator 
Mining Impact Coalition of Wisconsin  
Madison, Wisconsin  
 
James D. Jensen 
Executive Director 
Montana Environmental Information Center 
Helena, Montana 
 
Jeanne Bassett 
Executive Director 
New Mexico Public Interest Research Group 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
Mara C. Bacsujlaky,  
Assistant Director/Mining Coordinator 
Northern Alaska Environmental Center 
Fairbanks, Alaska 
 
Dan Teigen 
Chair 
Northern Plains Resource Council 
Billings, Montana 
 
Dianne Bady 
Co-Director 
Ohio Valley Environmental Council 
Huntington, West Virginia  
 

Gwen Lachelt 
Executive Director 
Oil & Gas Accountability Project 
Durango, Colorado 
 
David Kliegman 
Executive Director 
Okanogan Highlands Alliance 
Tonasket, Washington 
 
Tom Wolf 
Executive Director 
Oregon Council of Trout Unlimited 
Hillsboro, Oregon 
 
Maureen Kirk 
Executive Director 
Oregon Public Interest Research Group 
Portland, Oregon 
 
David Masur 
Director 
Penn Environment 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
 
Kurt J. Weist 
Senior Attorney 
PennFuture 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
 
Nancy Sorenson 
Chair of the Board of Directors 
Powder River Basin Resource Council 
Sheridan, Wyoming 
 
Brian Imus 
Legislative Advocate 
Public Interest Research Group in Michigan 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 
 
Mary Mitchell 
Executive Director 
Rock Creek Alliance 
Sandpoint, Idaho  
 
Mark Pearson 
Executive Director 
San Juan Citizens Alliance 
Durango, Colorado 



Jack Scott 
San Juan Citizens Alliance South 
Aztec, New Mexico  
 
Debbie Sease 
Legislative Director 
Sierra Club 
 
Edie Harmon 
Coordinator 
Sierra Club Desert Committee 
San Diego, California 
 
Don Steuter 
Conservation Chair 
Sierra Club Grand Canyon Chapter 
Phoenix, Arizona 
 
Wyona S. Coleman 
Chair of the Mining Committee 
Sierra Club Pennsylvania Chapter 
West Brownsville, Pennsylvania 
 
Glenn Miller 
Co-Chair of the Mining Committee 
Sierra Club Toiyabe Chapter 
Reno, Nevada  
 
Jeremy Anderson 
Executive Director  
Southeast Alaska Conservation Council 
Juneau, Alaska 
 
Paul Robinson 
Research Director 
Southwest Research and Information Center 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
Gloria Flora 
Executive Director 
Sustainable Obtainable Solutions 
Helena, Montana  

Jill Lancelot 
Executive Director 
Taxpayers for Common Sense 
 
Chris Wood 
Conservation Director 
Watershed Programs and Public Lands 
Trout Unlimited 
 
Anna Aurilio 
Legislative Director 
United States Public Interest Research Group 
 
Bill Robinson 
Executive Director 
Washington Council of Trout Unlimited 
Olympia, Washington 
 
Robert Pregulman 
Executive Director 
Washington Public Interest Research Group 
Seattle, Washington 
 
Terrence Kardong 
Chairperson, Energy Campaign Team 
Western Organization of Resource Councils 
Billings, Montana 
 
Linda Lance 
Vice-President of Public Policy 
The Wilderness Society 
 
Tom Darin 
Staff Attorney 
Wyoming Outdoor Council 
Lander, Wyoming   
 
Kathy Buchner 
Director 
Wyoming Trout Unlimited 
Jackson, Wyoming 

 
cc:  Honorable Gale Norton, Rebecca Watson, Kathleen Clarke 


