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December 12, 2011 
 
Dear members of the Pennsylvania General Assembly:  
 
As elected officials representing constituents across the Commonwealth, we are writing with concerns 
regarding Marcellus Shale natural gas development. Municipalities all across Pennsylvania are working to 
enact or have enacted measures designed to protect the environment and health, safety, and welfare of 
their communities and residents. 
 
Recently, proposals have been made through lawsuits and legislative proposals to eliminate, weaken, or 
standardize a municipality’s ability to protect its residents. We oppose such measures for several key 
reasons.  
 
As you are surely aware, Pennsylvania’s Municipalities Planning Code vests municipalities with the 
authority and responsibility to address matters influencing local environmental protection and 
preservation, while the State Constitution obliges municipalities to be stewards of public resources. Such 
considerations are paramount at a time when industrial-scale gas development is expanding across 
Pennsylvania, and with it impacts on water and air quality, land, and communities. In addition, 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court rulings have made it clear that the state Oil and Gas Act gives municipalities 
the right to use our zoning code to restrict the location of gas wells—similar to how we sometimes restrict 
other types of economic activity through zoning. 
 
Further, the imposition of a “one size fits all” ordinance would undermine a central purpose of local 
ordinances: to address the particular needs and concerns of municipalities, which vary greatly with regard 
to natural resources, population location and density, commercial sectors, and other aspects. 
 
We also believe that local decision making is part of a democratic society. We have been elected and 
appointed to fully represent the interests of our constituents. This includes the right of municipalities to 
determine what is best for their communities and residents. 
 
Local governments must be able to ensure protections through ordinances that reflect specific concerns. 
Therefore we oppose any legislation and reject all attempts to take away municipal zoning rights, to 
weaken or standardize a municipality’s ability to protect itself, or to punish communities that choose to 
exercise their rights. We request that you stand with us in this cause and work to preserve the powers 
vested in municipalities to determine what is necessary to protect the best interests of their community 
and residents. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this issue. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Deron Gabriel 
Commissioner, South Fayette Township 
(Allegheny Co.) 
 
Natalia Rudiak 
Councilwoman, City of Pittsburgh, District 4 
(Allegheny Co.) 
 
 

 
 
David Buchewicz 
Supervisor, South Park Township (Allegheny 
Co.)  
 
John Maggio 
Councilman, Dormont Borough (Allegheny Co.) 
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Bill Peduto 
Councilman, City of Pittsburgh, District 8 
(Allegheny Co.) 
 
Robert I. Roberts 
Councilman, City of St. Marys (Elk Co.) 
 
Michael Badges-Canning 
Councilman, Cherry Valley Borough (Butler 
Co.) 
 
Rick Stuchal  
Supervisor, Mercer Township (Butler Co.) 
 
Jeff Know 
Supervisor, Mercer Township (Butler Co.) 
 
Walter Walowen 
Supervisor, Mercer Township (Butler Co.) 
 
Patricia Caruso 
Commissioner, Scott Township (Allegheny Co.) 
 
Jason Bell 
Planning Commissioner, Evans City (Butler 
Co.) 
 
Walter C. Sackinsky 
Supervisor, South Park Township (Allegheny 
Co.) 
 
Brian Coppola 
Supervisor, Robinson Township (Washington 
Co.) 
 
Karen Feridun 
Planning Commissioner, Kutztown Borough 
(Berks Co.) 
 
Nancy Janyszeski 
Supervisor, Nockamixon Township (Bucks Co.) 
 
Lisa-Ladd Kidder 
Planning Commissioner, Kutztown Borough 
(Berks Co.) 
  
Julie Edgar 
Planning Commissioner, Topton Borough 
(Berks Co.) 
 

Melissa Lewicki 
Councilwoman, Swarthmore Borough 
(Delaware Co.) 
 
Ross G. Walker, III 
Supervisor, Upper Burrell Township 
(Westmoreland Co.) 
  
Peter F. Dombroski 
Supervisor, Upper Burrell Township 
(Westmoreland Co.) 
 
Thomas C. Baker 
Supervisor, Upper Burrell Township 
(Westmoreland Co.) 
 
Donald Hoffman  
Supervisor, Exeter Township (Luzerne Co.) 
 
John Coolbaugh 
Supervisor, Exeter Township (Luzerne Co.) 
 
Benjamin Gadomski 
Supervisor, Exeter Township (Luzerne Co.) 
 
James Dowse 
Supervisor, Exeter Township (Luzerne Co.)  
 
Richard Overman 
Supervisor, Exeter Township (Luzerne Co.) 
 
Elisabeth Knapp 
Councilwoman, Swarthmore Borough 
(Delaware Co.) 
 
Patrick Dowd 
Councilman, City of Pittsburgh, District 7 
(Allegheny Co.) 
 
Derek Mace 
Councilman, Kutztown Borough (Berks Co.) 
 
Malcolm Eidle 
Councilman, Kutztown Borough (Berks Co.) 
  
James Schlegel 
Councilman, Kutztown Borough (Berks Co.) 
  
Edwin Seyler 
Councilman, Kutztown Borough (Berks Co.) 
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Kevin Snyder 
Councilman, Kutztown Borough (Berks Co.) 
 
Leon Weber 
Planning Commissioner, Kutztown Borough 
(Berks Co.) 
 
Richard Brown 
Supervisor, Lower Providence Township 
(Montgomery Co.) 
 
Lisa Malosh 
Supervisor, South Fayette Township (Allegheny 
Co.) 
 
Todd Miller 
Supervisor, South Fayette Township (Allegheny 
Co.) 
 
Joe Horowitz 
Supervisor, South Fayette Township (Allegheny 
Co.) 
 
Bruce Kraus 
Councilman, City of Pittsburgh, District 3 
(Allegheny Co.) 
 
Harold Berkoben 
Councilman, Whitehall Borough (Allegheny 
Co.) 
 
Diane Hollenbach 
Township Manager, Maidencreek Township 
(Berks Co.) 
  
Nancy Kauffman 
Councilwoman, Birdsboro Borough (Berks Co.) 
 
Sal Panto, Jr. 
Mayor, City of Easton (Northampton Co.) 
 
Sue Fox 
Supervisor, Shrewsbury Township (York Co.) 
 
Paul Dickey 
Supervisor, Slippery Rock Township (Butler 
Co.) 
 
John Hines 
Supervisor, Slippery Rock Township (Butler 
Co.) 

Terry Doerr 
Supervisor, Slippery Rock Township (Butler 
Co.) 
 
Michael Stelmasczyk 
Councilman, Baldwin Borough (Allegheny Co.) 
 
John Conley 
Councilman, Baldwin Borough (Allegheny Co.) 
 
Larry Brown 
Councilman, Baldwin Borough (Allegheny Co.) 
 
Robert Collet 
Councilman, Baldwin Borough (Allegheny Co.) 
 
John Ferris 
Councilman, Baldwin Borough (Allegheny Co.) 
 
Edward Moeller 
Councilman, Baldwin Borough (Allegheny Co.) 
 
David Depretis 
Councilman, Baldwin Borough (Allegheny Co.) 
 
Sandy Green 
Mayor, Kutztown Borough (Berks Co.) 
  
Amanda Jensen 
Planning Commissioner, Kutztown Borough 
(Berks Co.) 
  
Andrew Arnold 
Planning Commissioner, Kutztown Borough 
(Berks Co.) 
 
Sharyn Keiser 
Councilwoman, New Hope Borough (Bucks 
Co.) 
 
Claire Shaw 
Councilwoman, New Hope Borough (Bucks 
Co.) 
 
Marty B. O’Malley 
Mayor, Forest Hills Borough (Allegheny Co.) 
 
Steve Karas 
Councilman, Forest Hills Borough (Allegheny 
Co.) 
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Gary Foster 
Mayor, Evans City (Butler Co.) 
 
William P. Painter  
Councilman, Evans City (Butler Co.) 
 
Harry E. Shaffer  
Councilman, Evans City (Butler Co.) 
 
Karl W. Kennedy  
Councilman, Evans City (Butler Co.) 
 
John C. McKinney  
Councilman, Evans City (Butler Co.) 
 
Ricky Schadel 
Zoning Chairman, Lykens Twp. (Dauphin Co.) 
 

Elinor Warner 
Councilperson, City of Easton (Northampton 
Co.) 
 
Bret Jennings  
Councilman, Great Bend Borough (Susquehanna 
Co.) 
 
Kelly Fraasch 
Ward 5 Commissioner, Mt Lebanon Township 
(Allegheny Co.) 
 
Tina Drake 
Supervisor, Ross Township (Monroe Co.) 
  
Russell A. Kresge Jr. 
Supervisor, Ross Township (Monroe Co.)

  
 
 
	
  
	
  


